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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-10, 22-31, 33-39 and 41-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Perlman (US 6,762,687). 

Regarding claims 1 , 22, 33 and 41: Perlman discloses a sensor assembly for 
monitoring movement of an object near a head-neck region of an animal, the sensor 
assembly comprising: a sensor that detects movement of the object near the head-neck 
region of the animal; and a signaling unit that generates a sensory signal that is 
received by the animal when the sensor detects movement of the object near the head- 
neck region of the animal (col. 5, lines 55-67; col. 6, lines 1-55). 
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Regarding claim 2: Perlman discloses the object is a body region of the animal 

(Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 3, 26, 34 and 42: Perlman discloses the sensor is an infrared 
(col. 7, lines 19-25). 

Regarding claims 4, 27 and 35: Perlman discloses the sensory signal is a signal 
selected from the group consisting of an audible signal, a vibratory signal and a visual 
signal (col. 6, lines 41-55). 

Regarding claim 5: Perlman discloses the sensor is coupled to the animal (Fig. 

1). 

Regarding claims 6, 28 and 36: Perlman discloses the sensor is positioned near 
a chest region of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 7, 29 and 37: Perlman discloses the sensor is positioned on 
an extremity of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 8, 31 and 39: Perlman discloses the sensor is selected from 
the group consisting of a directional sensor, a positional sensor and an inclination 
sensor (col. 7, lines 19-25). 

Regarding claim 9: Perlman discloses the object is secured to an extremity of 
the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 10: Perlman discloses the sensory signal varies (col. 6, lines 1- 

25). 

Regarding claim 23: Perlman discloses the first body region is a head-neck 
region of the animal (Fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 24: Perlman disclose the object is a second body region of the 
animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 25: Perlman discloses the second body region is an extremity 
of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 30 and 38: Perlman discloses the object is secured to a 
second body region of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 43: Perlman discloses positioning a sensor that detects 
movement of a second body region near the first body region (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 44: Perlman discloses the first body region is a head-neck 
region of the animal, and wherein the second body region is an extremity of the animal 
(Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11-21, 32 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Perlman (US 6,762,687) in view of DelBiondo, II et al. (US 

4,965,553). 

Regarding claims 1 1, 32 and 40: Perlman discloses a counter (217) for delaying 
a signal to ensure against false alarms. Perlman does not disclose a counter for 
monitoring the number of times that the sensor detects movement of the object near the 
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head-neck region. DelBiondo, II et al. discloses a hand-near-mouth warning device in 
which calories are counted when the hand is near the mouth (abstract; col. 4, lines 28- 
41). Thus a counter is used to count when the hand (object) is near the mouth (head- 
neck) region. Therefore, it would have been obvious to utilize a counter as taught by 
DelBiondo, II, et al. in a system as disclosed by Perlman for effectively detecting when 
the hand is near the mouth region. 

Regarding claim 12: Perlman discloses a sensor assembly for monitoring 
movement of an object near a head-neck region of an animal, the sensor assembly 
comprising: a sensor that detects movement of the object near the head-neck region of 
the animal. Perlman discloses a counter (217) for delaying a signal to ensure against 
false alarms. Perlman does not disclose a counter for monitoring the number of times 
that the sensor detects movement of the object near the head-neck region. DelBiondo, 
II et al. discloses a hand-near-mouth warning device in which calories are counted when 
the hand is near the mouth (abstract; col. 4, lines 28-41). Thus a counter is used to 
count when the hand (object) is near the mouth (head-neck) region. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to utilize a counter as taught by DelBiondo, II, et al. in a system as 
disclosed by Perlman for effectively detecting when the hand is near the mouth region. 

Regarding claim 13: Perlman discloses the object is a body region of the animal 
(Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 14: Perlman discloses the sensor is an infrared (col. 7, lines 19- 

25). 
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Regarding claim 15: Perlman discloses the sensor is coupled to the animal (Fig. 

1). 

Regarding claim 16: Perlman discloses the sensor is positioned near a chest 
region of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 17: Perlman discloses the sensor is positioned on an extremity 
of the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 18: Perlman discloses the sensor is selected from the group 
consisting of a directional sensor, a positional sensor and an inclination sensor (col. 7, 
lines 19-25). 

Regarding claim 19: Perlman discloses the object is secured to an extremity of 
the animal (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 20: Perlman discloses a signaling unit that generates a sensory 
signal that is received by the animal when the sensor detects movement of the object 
near the head-neck region of the animal (col. 6, lines 1-55). 

Regarding claim 21: Perlman discloses the sensory signal is a signal selected 
from the group consisting of an audible signal, a vibratory signal and a visual signal (col. 
6, lines 41-55). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art of Clendenon (US 6,567,785) and Symmes (US 
3,889,163) are cited to show additional personal alarm devices. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan N. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2967. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 



the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 -8 72 - 030 6 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). 
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